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Sean Shibe
Guitar / Electric Guitar
Sean Shibe continues to establish himself as a boundary-pushing force in contemporary classical music.
The 2026/27 season features two exciting world premieres: Mark-Anthony Turnage’s classical guitar concerto Caught Hand (with Swedish Chamber Orchestra) and David Fennessy’s electric guitar concerto The Noise (with the RTÉ Concert Orchestra and the Royal Scottish National Orchestra, in collaboration with New Music Dublin). Sean also returns to the Philharmonia Orchestra, programmes a concert with the BBC Philharmonic, and appears with The Hallé under Thomas Adès in Francisco Coll’s concerto Turia. 
A committed recitalist and chamber musician, Sean makes regular appearances at prestigious halls and festivals including Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, 92 Street Y, Wigmore Hall and the Aldeburgh Festival. Engagements in the 2026/27 season include a North American tour of his critically acclaimed programme ‘Orlando Variations’ with mezzo-soprano Ema Nikolovska and recitals at Heidelberger Frühling and Dublin International Chamber Music Festival. 
Highlights of the last season include debuts at the Edinburgh International Festival and Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, debuts with the London Symphony Orchestra and Philharmonia Orchestra, and residencies at London’s Southbank Centre and Casa da Música in Portugal. Over the last seasons, collaborations have included The Hallé, BBC Scottish Symphony, and BBC Philharmonic Orchestra with whom in 2025 he performed the first ever electric guitar concerto at the BBC Proms – Mark Simpson’s extraordinary ZEBRA. Other collaborators include Scottish Chamber Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal Northern Sinfonia, Ulster Orchestra, Britten Sinfonia, Manchester Collective, Dunedin Consort, Quatuor Van Kuijk, Danish String Quartet, LUDWIG, and conductors Christoph Eschenbach, Thomas Adès, Chloé Van Soeterstede, Anja Bihlmaier, Delyana Lazarova and Andrew Manze, flautist Adam Walker, violist Timothy Ridout, fiddler Aidan O’Rourke, tenor Karim Sulayman and mezzo-soprano Ema Nikolovska.
Shibe is an ardent champion of contemporary music, taking a hands-on approach to new commissions and working with composers to experiment with and expand the guitar repertoire. Premieres to date include works by Thomas Adès, Oliver Leith, Cassandra Miller, Sasha Scott, Daniel Kidane, David Fennessy, Shiva Feshareki, David Lang, Freya Waley-Cohen, James Dillon and Mark Simpson. He is equally committed to the canon, regularly pairing bold, new pieces with his own transcriptions of J.S. Bach’s lute suites and seventeenth-century Scottish lute manuscripts.
Widely praised for his original programming, Shibe’s recordings have received consistent critical acclaim: Profesión won a 2024 BBC Music Magazine Award, while Broken Branches, a collaboration with tenor Karim Sulayman, was nominated for a 2024 GRAMMY Award. Previous albums have garnered both OPUS Klassik and three Gramophone awards. Shibe’s 2026 Pentatone release, Vesper (featuring world premiere recordings of works by Thomas Adès, Harrison Birtwistle and James Dillon) was nominated for a Gramophone award in the contemporary category and received the Golden Guitar Award (Chitarre d’oro) for best solo album. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Shibe studied at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland with Allan Neave, the Kunst-Universität Graz and in Italy under Paolo Pegoraro. He currently serves as a Guitar Professor at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. He is a former YCAT and BBC New Generation Artist, the recipient of a 2012 Borletti-Buitoni Trust Fellowship, the 2018 Royal Philharmonic Society Young Artist Award and the 2022 Leonard Bernstein Award. Shibe was an ECHO Rising Star during the 2023/24 season.
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