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Karl-Heinz Steffens
Conductor

Principal Conductor and Artistic Advisor of Norrköping Symphony Orchestra Karl-Heinz Steffens is recognised as a conductor of great distinction in both the symphonic and operatic worlds. Recent highlights include leading the Norrköping Symphony in its debut performances at Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw and the Berlin Philharmonie, where he conducted the long-awaited world premiere of Marc Blitzstein’s Parabola and Circula to great critical acclaim. 
In the 2026/27 season, Steffens returns to the Auckland Philharmonia for two programmes at Auckland Town Hall, following his Southern Hemisphere debut with the orchestra in May 2024. Other season highlights include engagements with Orquesta Sinfónica de Tenerife, George Enescu Philharmonic Orchestra and China National Symphony Orchestra, together with a reinvitation to Orquesta Sinfónica de Galicia, after a very successful week last season. 2025/26 saw him return to Antwerp Symphony Orchestra, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, and Gulbenkian Orchestra, as well as concerts with the Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI in Turin.
In great demand as a guest conductor, recent and forthcoming appearances include ensembles such as Bavarian Radio Symphony, Berlin Philharmonic, Helsinki Philharmonic, Essener Philharmoniker, Poznań Philharmonic, Israel Philharmonic, Munich Philharmonic, Orchestre National de Lyon, Royal Stockholm Philharmonic, Toronto Symphony, and Zurich Tonhalle Orchestras, as well as Radio Symphony Orchestras of Berlin, Cologne, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hannover, Leipzig and Stuttgart. In the UK, he is a frequent guest with the Philharmonia, with whom he conducted a complete Brahms cycle at the Royal Festival Hall, and has also worked with BBC Scottish Symphony, City of Birmingham Symphony, and Hallé Orchestras. 
He recently concluded his tenure as Music Director at Prague State Opera, where he conducted productions including Der fliegende Holländer and Schreker’s Der ferne Klang, amongst others. There he also launched the four-year Musica non Grata project, dedicated to works by composers suppressed by 20th-century totalitarian regimes, which included a major festival marking the 150th anniversary of Alexander Zemlinsky. Elsewhere, Steffens has led performances at Teatro alla Scala (Così fan tutte, Don Giovanni, Götterdämmerung) and is a regular guest at Berlin Staatsoper Unter den Linden. At Norwegian National Opera, he conducted the Norwegian premiere of Pelléas et Mélisande alongside productions of Così fan tutte, Fidelio, and Calixto Bieito’s Tosca. 
Prior to his conducting career, Steffens was a highly respected solo clarinettist who also held several orchestral positions culminating in the successive posts of Principal Clarinet with the Bavarian Radio and the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestras. He was recently awarded the Bundesverdienstkreuz, Germany’s Federal Cross of Merit, in recognition of his outstanding services to music.
2026/27 season only. Please contact HarrisonParrott if you wish to edit this biography.


