

[image: MasterLogo]
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]
Masato Suzuki
Conductor / Harpsichord / Composer / Organ

Principal Conductor: Bach Collegium Japan
Executive Producer: Chofu International Music Festival
Music Director: Ensemble Genesis

Masato Suzuki is Principal Conductor of Bach Collegium Japan (BCJ), Music Director of Ensemble Genesis, and Principal Guest Conductor of Kansai Philharmonic Orchestra. A versatile artist equally at home in baroque and contemporary repertoire, Suzuki is recognized for his refined musicality, stylistic insight, and dynamic leadership.

In the 2026/27 season, Suzuki makes his debut with the Noord Nederlands Orkest in five performances of the St Matthew Passion and appears at the Leipzig Bach Festival. He also continues his close collaboration with Bach Collegium Japan, touring Europe in October with Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos before further appearances in Europe and Singapore in December with Handel’s Messiah.
 
Recent conducting highlights include appearances with the NHK Symphony Orchestra, Symphoniker Hamburg, and Netherlands Bach Society, as well as his debut with Academy of Ancient Music, the Orchestre de Paris, Musica Ricercata, Deutsche Radio Philharmonie, Ankara Presidential Orchestra, and Camerata Salzburg. Suzuki has directed acclaimed productions in BCJ’s opera series, including Monteverdi’s The Crowning of Poppea, and Handel’s Giulio Cesare, which set new standards for baroque opera in Japan.

Deeply engaged with the operatic repertoire, he has produced and presented major works through the innovative Masato Suzuki Produces BCJ Opera Series, including Monteverdi’s L’Incoronazione di Poppea (2017), Handel’s Rinaldo (2020), and Giulio Cesare (2023), earning high praise for his contributions to the baroque opera repertoire in Japan. His other creative collaborations include Gluck’s Orfeo ed Euridice, staged by dancer and choreographer Saburo Teshigawara (May 2022), and Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte, created in collaboration with the celebrated Japanese painter Hiroshi Senju. The production was presented at ORCHARD PRODUCE 2024 and attracted significant attention, followed by Don Giovanni in 2025 and Le nozze di Figaro in 2026.

Suzuki’s distinguished discography includes a duo album of Bach’s Sonatas for Viola da Gamba and Harpsichord with Antoine Tamestit, praised as “stunningly articulated” (Gramophone) and nominated for an International Classical Music Award. His solo recording of The Well-Tempered Clavier, Book I was described as “Suzuki at his best” (The Guardian).

A graduate of the Royal Conservatoire the Hague and Tokyo University of the Arts, Suzuki is a recipient of the 71st Minister of Education Newcomer’s Art Encouragement Award, the 18th Hideo Saito Memorial Fund Award, the Hotel Okura Music Award, the Akio Watanabe Music Foundation Award, and the 19th Yoshio Sagawa Music Award. He is Executive Producer of the Chofu International Music Festival and a visiting professor at Kyushu University and Kobe Shoin University.
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