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Ain Anger
Bass
Estonian bass Ain Anger stands among the most distinguished basses of his generation, combining a voice of cavernous depth with a commanding stage presence.  A mainstay of the world’s leading opera house and concert hall stages, Anger has built an extensive repertoire encompassing many of the most demanding principal bass roles in the classical canon.  In recognition of his distinguished career, he was awarded the title of Kammersänger by the Austrian government in 2020.
 
Ain Anger opens the 2026/2027 season at Wiener Staatsoper as Il Grande Inquisitore in Don Carlo under Pier Giorgio Morandi, and returns to Opernhaus Zürich as Semfira’s Father in Aleko and Virgil’s Ghost in Francesca da Rimini in a rare triple bill of Rachmaninov’s One-Act operas, staged by Dmitri Tcherniakov and conducted by Gianandrea Noseda.  At Dutch National Opera he appears as René in Evgeny Titov’s new staging of Iolanta under Kwamé Ryan, sings Rocco in Fidelio in both Warsaw and Gdańsk under David Afkham, and reprises his celebrated interpretation as Pimen in Boris Godunov at Teatro Colón under Alejo Pérez.  Anger also returns to some of his most acclaimed Wagner roles, appearing as Hunding in Tobias Kratzer’s staging of Die Walküre at Bayerische Staatsoper under Vladimir Jurowski, Fafner in Siegfried with the National Centre for the Performing Arts, Beijing, and Hermann Landgrave in Tannhäuser at Opéra de Rouen Normandie under Pierre Dumoussaud.
 
One of today’s finest Wagnerians, Ain Anger made his Bayreuther Festspiele debut as Fafner in Das Rheingold and Siegfried under Christian Thielemann, and his debut at Teatro alla Scala as Daland in Der fliegende Holländer under Hartmut Haenchen. As Hunding, he has appeared in new Ring Cycles at Bayerische Staatsoper under Kent Nagano, Wiener Staatsoper under Franz Welser-Möst, Oper Frankfurt under Sebastian Weigle, Lyric Opera of Chicago under the late Sir Andrew Davis, and Royal Ballet & Opera House under Sir Antonio Pappano.  As Pogner in Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg, Anger debuted at San Francisco Opera under Sir Mark Elder and he sang his first König Marke in Tristan und Isolde with the Cleveland Orchestra under Franz Welser-Möst.  Recently declared ‘the best Hagen worldwide’ by Westdeutsche Zeitung, he debuted in Götterdämmerung at Canadian Opera Company under Johannes Debus and reprised the role last season in the hugely acclaimed production by the late Pierre Audi for at La Monnaie.
A former member of Wiener Staatsoper, Anger has sung more than forty roles on its stage including Dosifei in Khovanshchina conducted by Semyon Bychkov, König Heinrich in Lohengrin with Christian Thielemann, Commendatore in Don Giovanni under Philippe Jordan, and numerous roles of the Verdi repertoire including Filippo II in Don Carlo, Zaccaria in Nabucco, Fiesco in Simon Boccanegra and Sparafucile in Rigoletto. 
In recent seasons, Ain Anger has appeared as Dosifei under the baton of Esa-Pekka Salonen at Salzburg Easter Festival in Simon McBurney’s new production, as well as at the Helsinki and Stockholm Festivals.  He has also performed the title role in Richard Jones’ production of Boris Godunov at Deutsche Oper Berlin and, in the same production, made his Royal Ballet & Opera debut as Pimen.  Pimen also marked his first performances at the Metropolitan Opera, and his return to Teatro alla Scala in the opening production of the 2022/23 season under Riccardo Chailly. At Opéra National de Paris, he has appeared most recently in new productions of Boris Godunov and Don Giovanni and is a regular presence on the stage of Bayerische Staatsoper, where he has performed many of his core roles as well as Cardinal Brogni in Halévy’s seldom-performed La Juive under Bertrand de Billy.  


On the concert stage, Anger’s recent appearances include Mahler’s Symphony No.8 at Teatro alla Scala with Riccardo Chailly and with NHK Symphony Orchestra and Paavo Järvi and Verdi’s Messa da Requiem with Orchestre Philharmonique de Strasbourg under Aziz Shokhakimov and Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia with Daniel Oren.  He sang Haydn’s Nelson Mass with Münchner Philharmoniker conducted by Omer Meir Wellber, and Beethoven’s Symphony No.9 with Wiener Symphoniker conducted by Gianandrea Noseda and with Gewandhausorchester under Andris Nelsons.  This season he returns to Estonian Radio Symphony Orchestra for Beethoven, Missa Solemnis under Paavo Järvi. 
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