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Sandra Hamaoui	
Soprano

Gifted with a distinctive voice that combines brightness and warmth with agility and a richly rounded sound, French-American soprano Sandra Hamaoui has demonstrated through a series of acclaimed recent debuts that she stands on the cusp of a major international career.  Hamaoui’s impressive repertoire spans Mozart, bel canto, and the great heroines of the French and Italian canon. Recognised for her dramatic insight, magnetic stage presence and instinctive musicality, Hamaoui is a favourite of directors and conductors alike.

Fresh from a striking debut at Salzburger Festspiele, where her performances as Sophie in Massenet’s Werther under Alain Altinoglu attracted unanimous critical acclaim, Sandra Hamaoui builds further momentum in the 2026/2027 season with first appearances at Wiener Staatsoper and Opéra National de Paris among others.  Returning to the role of Sophie, she joins Robert Carsen’s new production in Paris under Nathalie Stutzmann and appears in Vienna in a revival of Andrei Șerban’s celebrated staging under Marco Armiliato.  She also makes her role debut as Micaëla in Carmen, marking her first collaboration with Opéra de Monte-Carlo, led by Marc Leroy-Calatayud, and returns to Opernhaus Zürich as Lisette in Christof Loy’s production of La rondine, again conducted by Marco Armiliato.  

A former ensemble member at Opernhaus Zürich, where she appeared as Gilda in Rigoletto,  Nanetta in Falstaff and Gretel in Hänsel und Gretel, Sandra Hamaoui has since performed as a guest soloist on many major opera stages.  Recent highlights include Sœur Constance in Robert Carsen’s production of Dialogues des Carmélites at Palau de les Arts Reina Sofía under Riccardo Minasi; Sophie in Christoph Loy’s Werther at Théâtre des Champs-Élysées with Marc Leroy-Calatayud; and Orff’s Trionfi, staged by Calixto Bieito at Staatsoper Hamburg and conducted by Kent Nagano. She has enjoyed success as Leïla in Les Pêcheurs de Perles at Théâtre des Champs-Élysées under Lorenzo Passerini, made her North American operatic debut as Adina in L’Elisir d’amore with Opera Naples under Ramón Tebar, and most recently returned to Opernhaus Zürich as Susanna in Le nozze di Figaro under Pierre Dumoussaud. Further recent engagements include Musetta in La bohème at the Gstaad Menuhin Festival and Festspielhaus Baden-Baden under Marco Armiliato, Juliette in Roméo et Juliette with both Orchestre de chambre de Genève and CulturArte de Puerto Rico, and acclaimed first performances as Violetta in La traviata at Teatro Padilla de Almería.
An experienced concert performer, Hamaoui’s repertoire includes the Requiems of Fauré and Mozart, Mahler’s Symphonies Nos. 2 and 4, and Orff’s epic Carmina Burana, which she most recently performed at Leipzig Gewandhaus under Dennis Russell Davies.
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