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"Conducting from memory, Wong displayed complete command from the opening bars." Bachtrack, August 2026

Singaporean conductor Kahchun Wong is Principal Conductor and Artistic Advisor of the Hallé and Chief Conductor of Japan Philharmonic Orchestra. Acclaimed for the breadth and intensity of his symphonic interpretations, he is recognised for projects bringing Asian and European musical traditions into conversation.

Since taking up his Hallé position in September 2024, Wong has established an ambitious partnership in concert, on tour and on record. Their debut recording, Britten’s The Prince of the Pagodas, won the 2025 Limelight Recording of the Year and Orchestral Recording of the Year. It was followed by Bruckner’s Symphony No.9, hailed by Gramophone as “a must-hear for all Brucknerians”, and a live recording of Mahler’s Symphony No.2 ranked by MusicWeb International among the finest recorded accounts of the work.

Wong made his BBC Proms debut with the Hallé in 2025, conducting the same symphony to critical acclaim. He returned in 2026 with Rachmaninov’s Symphony No.2 and the Proms premiere of Nadia Boulanger’s Fantaisie variée, with Alexandra Dariescu. In November 2025 he led the Hallé on its first China tour in nine years, giving seven concerts across six cities, including two in Beijing.

His Hallé programmes place symphonic landmarks alongside contemporary and neglected voices. In February 2026 he conducted the world premiere of Unsuk Chin’s revised Le Chant des Enfants des Étoiles with the Hallé choirs. He opens the 2026/27 season with the world premiere of Sir James MacMillan’s Symphony No.6, commissioned by the orchestra to mark the 30th anniversary of The Bridgewater Hall.

With Japan Philharmonic, Wong combines major projects with its commitment to communities. In 2025 he conducted its nine-city Kyushu tour, marking the 50th anniversary of a community-led initiative. In June 2026, he led Suntory Hall concerts commemorating the orchestra’s 70th anniversary, culminating in Mahler’s Symphony No.8.

Winner of the Mahler Competition in 2016, Wong has conducted The Cleveland Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, Czech Philharmonic, BBC Symphony and Hong Kong Philharmonic. His 2026/27 season includes returns to London Philharmonic, Bergen Philharmonic, Osaka Philharmonic and Düsseldorf Symphony, alongside debuts with the Minnesota Orchestra, Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra and Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra.

His orchestration of Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition for five Chinese instruments and orchestra was first heard before 75,000 people at Nuremberg’s Klassik Open Air and has since travelled to Manchester, Singapore and Hong Kong, receiving its Japanese premiere in October 2026.

In 2019, Wong became the first Singaporean artist to receive the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, recognising his contribution to Singapore–German cultural relations.
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