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Edwin Crossley-Mercer
Bass

Anglo-French bass Edwin Crossley-Mercer is widely recognised for elegant performances of commanding presence, dramatic insight, and exemplary musicianship.  An artist of great versatility, he performs a repertoire that spans four centuries including works by Monteverdi, Rameau, Wagner, Verdi, Beethoven, Berg, and Britten.  His distinguished career has established him as a sought-after presence on many of Europe’s leading stages, where he collaborates with some of the world’s foremost conductors.
 
The upcoming season for Crossley-Mercer features his role debut as Arkel in Richard Brunel’s new staging of Pelléas et Mélisande for Opéra national du Rhin under Louis Langrée, a portrayal he will also bring to Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw under Karina Canellakis. He returns to Grand Théâtre de Genève as Sebastian in Netia Jones' new production of Frank Martin's La Tempête under Thierry Fischer before joining Cappella Mediterranea on tour in  Rameau's Les Indes galantes under Leonardo García Alarcón.

On the concert stage, Crossley-Mercer performs Berlioz, L'Enfance du Christ under Maxime Pascal with Berliner Philharmoniker and at the Enescu Festival, sings his first Verdi, Messa da Requiem with the Royal Scottish National Orchestra under Patrick Hahn, returns to Netherlands Radio Philharmonic Orchestra for Beethoven, Christus am Ölberge under Riccardo Minasi as well as Beethoven, Symphony No. 9 at Opéra Royal de Versailles under Théotime Langlois de Swarte. 

In recent seasons, Crossley-Mercer has further enhanced an already impressive repertoire with a series of critically acclaimed debuts.  These have included performances as Tirésias in Dusapin’s Antigone with Orchestre de Paris under Klaus Mäkelä, Raymond in Lucie de Lammermoor for Opéra Comique under Speranza Scappucci and Biterolf in Tannhäuser at Osterfestspiele Salzburg under Andris Nelsons.  He has further appeared as Don Alfonso in Così fan tutte for both Opernhaus Zürich and Bayerische Staatsoper, Colline in La bohème with Orchestre National de Lille under Alexandre Bloch, and, most recently, as Sprecher in Die Zauberflöte at Festival d'Aix-en-Provence, conducted by Leonardo García Alarcón. 
 
A sought-after recitalist and former student of Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Edwin Crossley-Mercer has presented Lieder and art song performances at some of Europe’s celebrated cultural landmarks, including Bad Kissingen, Festspiele Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, the Musée d'Orsay, Festival de Pâques, Festival International de Colmar, and at the Louvre.  A two-time Grammy-Award nominée, his richly varied discography spans acclaimed baroque recordings, a collaboration with American composer Michael Linton on Carmina Catulli and Wilde Songs, a collection of mélodies by Nadia Boulanger, and an insightful interpretation of Schubert’s Winterreise.  On the recently released world premiere recording of Thomas de Hartmann’s Esther with Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, he performs as Hydaspe under Kirill Karabits.
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