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Deepa Johnny
Mezzo-soprano
Omani-born mezzo-soprano Deepa Johnny has rapidly established herself as one of the most compelling artists of her generation, captivating audiences on the international opera stage with a voice of remarkable richness, musical intelligence, and a striking stage presence.  In the formative seasons of her career, she has already demonstrated exceptional versatility in a repertoire spanning roles by Monteverdi, Mozart, Rossini, and Bizet through complex contemporary works with equal distinction.  Acclaimed by critics and audiences alike, Deepa has marked herself out as a singular talent set for a glittering international presence.   

Johnny first captured attention with a magnetic portrayal of Carmen in Romain Gilbert’s production at Opéra de Rouen Normandie, a performance that critics heralded “a revelation”, soon deepening that impression with a poignant and compelling Penelope in Il ritorno d’Ulisse in Patria at Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, under the baton of Leonardo García Alarcón and in one of the final visionary stagings by Pierre Audi.  

A series of further high-profile debuts confirmed her as one of today's most compelling young artists.  At the Canadian Opera Company, her sparkling Rosina in Il barbiere di Siviglia earned praise as the “standout performance of the evening” (The Globe and Mail), while at Opéra national de Paris, she revealed remarkable dramatic range in two strikingly contrasting roles: as Kasturbai in Phillip Glass’ Satyagraha, conducted by Ingo Metzmacher, and as Dejanire in Antonia Bembo’s Ercole Amante, in Netia Jones' staging and under the direction of Leonardo García Alarcón. 

Johnny's operatic journey continues to encompass an impressive breadth of repertoire and stages, from Rosina at Opéra de Lille and Dorabella in Così fan tutte at Opéra national de Lyon to Angelina in La Cenerentola at English National Opera and Houston Grand Opera to Cherubino in Le Nozze di Figaro with both Portland Opera and Opera San Jose. Beyond the traditional operatic canon, she has embraced boundary-pushing contemporary work, joining the inaugural cast of The Faggots and Their Friends Between Revolutions, Ted Huffman and Philip Venables’ bold adaptation of Larry Mitchell's seminal LGBTQ+ text.  The production’s international journey took her to Manchester International Festival, Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, Bregenzer Festspiele and to London’s Southbank Centre.

 

The 2026/2027 season for Deepa Johnny includes her debut at Glyndebourne Festival Opera as Idamante in a new production of Idomeneo by Stephen Langridge, conducted by Robin Ticciati before returning to one of her signature roles, Rosina, at Vancouver Opera under Leslie Dala.  On the concert platform, she appears for the first time with Toronto Symphony Orchestra in Händel’s Messiah, led by Ivor Bolton and joins a select group of artists showcased in recital at New York’s Park Avenue Armory.  Accompanied by pianist Jonathan Ware, they explore a richly coloured programme spanning Bizet, Ravel, Lorca, Gershwin and Bernstein. 

 

On the concert stage, Deepa Johnny has performed in some of the world’s most celebrated venues, appearing with the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra and Gustavo Dudamel in Mendelssohn, A Midsummer Night’s Dream at both Disney Hall and Carnegie Hall.  She also performed Mozart, Mass in C minor Mass with l’Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France under García Alarcón and Handel, Messiah with Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and Mathieu Lussier.  Equally at home in the intimate setting of song recital, Johnny featured together with pianist Alphonse Cémin in the 2024 Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, was selected as a fellow of the prestigious Ravinia Steans Vocal Institute, and took part in Renée Fleming’s SongStudio at Carnegie Hall.

 

Deepa Johnny is a graduate of Indiana University and LA Opera’s Domingo-Colburn Stein’s Young Artist Program.  Early performances included creating the role of Owen’s daughter in Omar, a world-premiere by Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels and appearing as Mélisande in Impressions de Pelléas at LAO, singing Meg Page to Bryn Terfel’s Falstaff at Aspen Music Festival and the title roles of both Xerxes and L’incoronazione di Poppea at IU Opera Theater.
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