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Acclaimed soprano Brenda Rae is renowned for her portrayals of complex characters that demand both exceptional vocal virtuosity and dramatic intensity.  Recent highlights include her unanimously praised interpretation of the title role in Nadja Loschky’s new production of Lulu at Oper Frankfurt and her portrayal of Aminta in Die Schweigsame Frau at Staatsoper Unter den Linden under the baton of Christian Thielemann. Equally committed to expanding her operatic repertoire, she has created new works such as Francisco Coll’s An Enemy of the People for Teatro Real and Palau de les Arts Reina Sofía and delivered a bravura performance in Frank Zappa’s 200 Motels for Grand Théâtre de Genève. In the 2026/2027 season, she continues to broaden her artistic range with a highly anticipated debut as Strauss’ eponymous heroine, Salome, for Seattle Opera.

The 2026/27 season further showcases the remarkable stylistic breadth of Rae’s repertoire from Mozart’s dazzling coloratura to contemporary opera and 20th century masterworks. She returns to Staatsoper Unter den Linden as Konstanze in Andrea Moses’ new production of Die Entführung aus dem Serail, reprises Jake Heggie’s The Judgement of Paris for Opéra Royal de Versailles and joins Des Moines Metro Opera as La Princesse in Philip Glass’ Orphée. Her concert season includes Fanny Mendelssohn’s Oratorium nach Bildern der Bibel with Hannu Lintu and Orquestra Gulbenkian, James MacMillan’s Christmas Oratorio with Münchner Rundfunkorchester under Carlo Rizzi, and Berg’s Lulu Suite with Bielefelder Symphoniker conducted by Jac van Steen.

Following her formative years as an ensemble member at Oper Frankfurt, Brenda Rae built an impressive international career distinguished by her command of coloratura, Baroque and bel canto repertoire. Zerbinetta (Ariadne auf Naxos) became a signature role, taking her to many major stages including Bayerische Staatsoper, Staatsoper Unter den Linden and the Metropolitan Opera. Mozart's Queen of the Night (Die Zauberflöte) marked significant debuts at the Royal Ballet & Opera and Salzburger Festspiele, while Lucia di Lammermoor was central to her wider bel canto profile, bringing her to Wiener Staatsoper, Opéra national de Paris, Opernhaus Zürich, and Deutsche Oper Berlin. Concurrently, Rae distinguished herself as an innate Handelian, giving stellar performances of many of his heroines including Poppea (Agrippina) marking her Metropolitan Opera debut, Ginevra (Ariodante) at Lyric Opera of Chicago, Armida (Rinaldo) for Glyndebourne Festival Opera, Semele for Bayerische Staatsoper, and Partenope at Teatro Real. Rae has continued to expand her North American profile with major engagements at the Metropolitan Opera, where her portrayal of Ophelia in Brett Dean's Hamlet drew widespread critical acclaim, alongside debuts with Boston Lyric Opera, Opera Philadelphia, and the Napa Valley Festival most recently for the world premiere of Jake Heggie’s The Judgement of Paris.

With a repertoire that spans four centuries and a career increasingly defined by bold artistic choices, Rae continues to be recognised as one of opera's most versatile and compelling sopranos. 
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