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PatKop 
Composer 

Known under the compositional pseudonym PatKop, Patricia Kopatchinskaja is a distinctive voice in contemporary music whose work blurs the boundaries between composition, performance, and theatrical expression. A Moldovan‑Austrian‑Swiss artist, she is internationally recognised as a violinist, but composition has been an integral part of her creative identity since her studies in Vienna, and she frequently includes the music of living composers in her concert programmes. As a composer‑performer, PatKop approaches music as a living, evolving art form. Her work challenges traditional concert conventions and seeks to recreate the immediacy and unpredictability of first discovery, drawing listeners into a world where sound, gesture, and meaning are inseparable.
PatKop’s music emerges from a deeply personal and imaginative process, often rooted in narrative, memory, and collaboration. Her works range from intimate chamber pieces to large‑scale orchestral works, including the double concerto Five Dreams (2024), a multi‑movement piece described by the composer as reflecting friendship, shared histories, and lived experience. 
Her compositional language is characterised by vivid imagery, theatricality, and a playful yet emotionally direct approach. Works frequently incorporate unconventional structures, spoken text, or extra‑musical elements—evident in pieces such as FlügelnWund for violin and speaking voices, which was premiered at the ORF Radiokulturhaus in 2022, and Sedna, a melodrama for string quartet, piano and narrator, which was premiered at the Gstaad Festival - as well as numerous chamber works and duos. She frequently writes instrumental miniatures under the umbrella of Ghiribizzi.
A recurring thread in her output is a fascination with ritual, transformation, and the fragile boundary between life and death, explored in projects such as Danses Macabres, where music becomes a visceral, staged experience confronting existential themes with both intensity and dark humour.
Collaboration lies at the heart of PatKop’s practice. She writes for and performs with leading artists including Sol Gabetta, Vilde Frang, Nicolas Altstaedt, and 

Trio Gaspard, often integrating her own compositions into concert programmes alongside canonical repertoire. She often performs her pieces as encores with the members of the orchestras she plays with, and has recorded her compositions with Alpha for the Outhere label.
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