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Killian Farrell
Conductor 
Irish conductor Killian Farrell is rapidly establishing himself as one of the leading musical voices of his generation. Since 2023, he has served as Generalmusikdirektor of Staatstheater Meiningen, where his work with the renowned Meininger Hofkapelle has attracted widespread critical acclaim and led to the orchestra being named ‘Orchester des Jahres’ for the first time in its history by leading German publication Opernwelt. From the 2027/28 season, he will assume the position of Generalmusikdirektor of Staatstheater Nürnberg, further consolidating his place among Europe's foremost conductors. 

The upcoming season sees him return to Semperoper Dresden and Staatsoper Stuttgart, alongside debuts at the Komische Oper Berlin, with the Kyushu and Gunma Symphony Orchestras (Japan), Chengdu Symphony Orchestra, and Odense Symphony Orchestra, among others. In Meiningen he will conduct productions of Schnittke’s final masterpiece Die Historia von Dr. Johann Fausten and Saint-Saëns’ opera Henri VIII, continuing to champion unjustly forgotten works, alongside productions of Verdi’s Falstaff and Wagner’s Tannhäuser.

Equally at home in the opera house and on the concert platform, Farrell has developed a broad repertoire spanning baroque, classical and Romantic masterworks, twentieth-century music, and contemporary opera. He is a regular guest at many of Europe's leading opera houses, including Semperoper Dresden, Hamburg State Opera, Deutsche Oper am Rhein, Irish National Opera, and Staatsoper Stuttgart, where he previously served as First Kapellmeister and with whom he continues to maintain a close artistic relationship. His symphonic engagements have brought him to orchestras including Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, the Deutsche Radio Philharmonie and Konzerthausorchester Berlin, alongside the major orchestras of his native Ireland.

Born in Dublin, Farrell began his musical life as a chorister with the Palestrina Choir, where he developed a lifelong affinity for the voice and for the dramatic possibilities of music. He made his conducting debut at the age of seventeen with Bach's St John Passion before studying conducting, piano, and organ at the DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama alongside musicology at Trinity College Dublin. He subsequently continued his training at the National Opera Studio in London, and he undertook further studies as a Conducting Fellow at the Tanglewood Music Center, and as a Young Artist of the Britten-Pears Young Artist Programme and the Académie du Festival d'Aix-en-Provence.
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