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Hildur Guðnadóttir
Composer, Cellist, Singer

Hildur Guðnadóttir is an Academy Award winning Icelandic composer, cellist, and singer whose work spans experimental pop, contemporary classical, and film music. She has emerged as one of the most innovative and emotionally resonant voices in modern composition, known for drawing vast sonic landscapes from intimate sources.

Her score for Joker earned her an Academy Award, Golden Globe, BAFTA, and Critics’ Choice Award for Best Original Score. She also won a Primetime Emmy and Grammy for her work on HBO’s Chernobyl, becoming the first solo female composer to win in either category. Other film and television scores include Sicario: Day of the Soldado, Mary Magdalene, Tom of Finland, Journey’s End, and 20 episodes of the Icelandic TV series Trapped (Amazon Prime). In October 2025, Guðnadóttir received the Career Achievement Award at the 21st Zurich Film Festival, further recognising her contributions to contemporary music and film scoring.

October 2025 marked the release of her eagerly awaited studio album for Deutsche Grammophon, Where to From. The album comprises nine intimate and contemplative tracks born from spontaneous musical diary entries originally recorded on her phone. Where to From celebrates the creative power of friendship and collaboration, featuring longtime musical partners including Liam Byrne, Clare O’Connell, Eyvind Kang, Jessika Kenney, and Elsa Torp, with sound engineering by Francesco Donadello and cover art by Gisèle Vienne. Music from the album was commissioned by Volksbühne Berlin, Reykjavík Arts Festival, Barbican Centre and Holland Festival, appearing throughout the 2025/26 season.
  
In 2026, Guðnadóttir’s acts as Associate Artist of the Holland Festival, the Netherlands’ largest and most influential international performing arts event. As part of this prestigious appointment, she presents Where to From alongside a selection of works from her wider repertoire, enriched by immersive light art from Theresa Baumgartner and supported through a major coproduction with the festival across multiple dates including Chernobyl, Nærmynd, new commissioned work Passing Remarks and other events celebrating all aspects of her output. 

Guðnadóttir also appears as Artist‑in‑Residence at the Reykjavík Arts Festival in June 2026, offering a trilogy of performances that demonstrates the depth and range of her practice. These include a curated programme with the Iceland Symphony Orchestra at Eldborg Hall, the Icelandic premiere of Where to From at Harpa’s Silfurberg, and a collaborative concert with the Hallgrímskirkja Choir — all serving as a powerful prelude to her expanded vision at the Holland Festival. 

Looking ahead to the 2026/27 season, Guðnadóttir unveils This Will Be Us, her new symphonic project celebrating 20 years from her first album Mount A. The project was recorded for Deutsche Grammophon in collaboration with Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin and is marking a major expansion of her largescale concert work. The album launch is presented on 25 October 2026 at the Berlin Philharmonie and further performances include Oslo Opera House, De Singel and across 2027/28 season. 

Guðnadóttir’s solo discography includes four critically acclaimed albums—Mount A (2006), Without Sinking (2009), Leyfðu Ljósinu (2012), and Saman (2014)—all now available under the Deutsche Grammophon imprint, as well as her extended single  Iridescence and the soundtracks for Chernobyl (2019) and TÁR (2022).

2026 sees also xGuðnadóttir writing the original score for the National Theatre production of Electra Persona, under the direction of Benedict Andrews. The production stars Cate Blanchett, Nina Hoss and Ella Lily Hyland and is on between 19 August and 10 October. 

She has composed for institutions including the Iceland Symphony Orchestra, National Theatre of Iceland, Tate Modern, British Film Institute, Royal Swedish Opera, Gothenburg National Theatre, and the BBC Proms. She has performed and recorded with artists including Jóhann Jóhannsson, Ryuichi Sakamoto, The Knife, Fever Ray, and Throbbing Gristle. Currently, she is composing a new orchestral work commissioned by the Los Angeles Philharmonic, to be performed on 18 February 2027 at the Walt Disney Concert Hall.


Born in Reykjavík in 1982, she studied at the Reykjavík Music Academy, Iceland Academy of the Arts, and Universität der Künste Berlin. She currently resides in Berlin. 

 











[image: ]
image1.png
HARRISON PARROTT




image2.png
I Harrison/Parrott Limited q +44(0)2072299166 Harrison/Parrott Ltd. act as agents only and
accept no responsibility as principles unless

III Correspondence Address: Somerset House, The Strand, London, WC2R 1LA g +44(0)207221 5042 P P v @ prineip
specifically agreed otherwise in writing.

HARRISON PARROTT Registered Address: 22 Chancery Lane, London, United Kingdom, WC2A 1LS i info@harrisonparrott.co.uk ,r Registration No. GB629099113
GROUP .
www.harrisonparrott.com Registered in England and Wales No.2861707




