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Jörg Widmann

Clarinet / Composer / Conductor
Jörg Widmann is one of the most remarkable and versatile artists of his generation. From 2026 onwards, he will assume the position of Artistic Director of the Lucerne Festival Academy, which has been a central pillar in the field of contemporary music within the festival since its founding by Pierre Boulez in 2004. In the 2025/26 season, Jörg Widmann will be performing worldwide in all his facets as clarinettist, conductor and composer, including his third season as Principal Guest Conductor of the NDR Radiophilharmonie. He is also Associate Conductor of Münchener Kammerorchester and Artistic Partner of Sinfonietta Riga.

Following important engagements with the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra and Orquesta y Coro Nacionales de España, one of the main focuses of the 2025/26 season will be on the United States: he will conduct the Cleveland Orchestra for the first time alongside the Atlanta Symphony and Detroit Symphony orchestras. Further guest conducting appearances see him work with Oslo Philharmonic, Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, Radio Filharmonisch Orkest, National Symphony Orchestra Taiwan, Budapest Festival Orchestra and Bamberg Symphony Orchestra. In his capacity as Associate Conductor, he will tour South America with Münchener Kammerorchester.

A highlight in February 2026 will be Olga Neuwirth's clarinet concerto Zones of Blue, dedicated to Jörg Widmann, which he will premiere with the Symphony Orchestra of the Bavarian Radio and Sir Simon Rattle. Another facet will be the world premiere of Jörg Widmann's new composition Jupiter-Etüde as part of the Mozart Festival in Würzburg 
in June 2026.

Long-standing chamber music partners such as Isabelle Faust, Pierre-Laurent Aimard, Carolin Widmann, Hagen Quartet, Signum Quartet and Amabile Quartet will perform with 
Jörg Widmann at venues including Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, Philharmonie Essen, Muziekgebouw, Konzerthaus Wien, Auditorio Nacional de Música, Toppan Hall and Boulez Saal.

Widmann gave the world premiere of Mark Andre’s Clarinet Concerto über at the Donaueschinger Musiktage 2015. Other clarinet concertos dedicated to and written for him include Wolfgang Rihm’s Musik für Klarinette und Orchester (1999) and Aribert Reimann’s Cantus (2006).
His compositions are performed regularly by conductors such as Daniel Barenboim, Daniel Harding, Kent Nagano, Franz Welser-Möst, Christian Thielemann, Iván Fischer, Andris Nelsons and Sir Simon Rattle and premiered by orchestras as Wiener and Berliner Philharmoniker, New York Philharmonic, Concertgebouw Orchestra Amsterdam, Cleveland Orchestra, Orchestre de Paris, London Symphony Orchestra, and many others. Jörg Widmann was Composer in Residence with Berliner Philharmoniker during the 2023/24 season. The residency culminated in the world premiere of his Concerto for Horn with Stefan Dohr as soloist and Berliner Philharmoniker conducted by Sir Simon Rattle.
Jörg Widmann studied clarinet with Gerd Starke in Munich and Charles Neidich at the Juilliard School in New York and later became himself Professor of Clarinet and Composition, first at University of Music Freiburg and since 2017 as Chair Professor for Composition at the Barenboim-Said Academy Berlin. In June 2024 Jörg Widmann was named a member of The Royal Swedish Academy of Music in consideration of his merits to musical art. He is a fellow of the Institute for Advanced Study in Berlin and a full member of the Bavarian Academy of Fine Arts, Free Academy of the Arts in Hamburg (2007), German Academy of Dramatic Arts and Academy of Sciences and Literature Mainz (2016) and received an Honorary Doctorate from University of Limerick, Ireland in February 2023. In July 2025, Jörg Widmann was elected President of the International Max-Reger-Society.
He studied composition with Kay Westermann, Wilfried Hiller, Hans Werner Henze and Wolfgang Rihm. His works continue to receive many awards, most recently Bach-Preis der Freien und Hansestadt Hamburg, as well as Musikpreis der Landeshauptstadt München.

https://www.joergwidmann.com
2025/26 season only. Please contact HarrisonParrott if you wish to edit this biography.


