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Susan Bullock
Soprano 


British soprano Susan Bullock is known for her fearless artistry, powerful stage presence, and the emotional depth she brings to her performances. Whether commanding the vast dramatic landscapes of Wagner and Strauss or venturing into new theatrical terrain, she sings with uncompromising honesty and a deep commitment to storytelling. 

As her career has evolved, so too has her repertoire. In recent seasons, she has taken on bold new roles, including a “chilling” Kabanicha (Katya Kabanova) at Grange Park Opera, Klytämnestra (Elektra) for both Canadian Opera Company and Oper Frankfurt, and Kostelnička (Jenůfa) for both Den Norske Opera and English National Opera.  Her artistic curiosity has also led her to explore roles in contemporary, and crossover, works, such as Mrs. Lovett (Sweeney Todd) for Houston Grand Opera and Scottish Opera, The Mother in Mark Anthony-Turnage’s Greek in Edinburgh, Glasgow and New York, and The Mother in Missy Mazzoli’s Breaking the Waves at the Opera Comique. Most remarkable of all has been her collaboration with Daisy Evans in her re-imagining of Bluebeard’s Castle as an exploration of dementia which has been remounted in Atlanta and Wellington since its premiere in London. 

Last season, she brought her dramatic flair to Scottish Opera as Lady Billows in Albert Herring, joined  La Monnaie / De Munt for the world premiere of Mikael Karlsson’s Fanny and Alexander, and portrayed Cosima Wagner in the critically acclaimed UK premiere of Avner Dorman’s Wahnfried  for Longborough Festival Opera. Further ahead, she returns to Bluebeard’s Castle in Helsinki; and will sing the role of Iwana, written for her by Missy Mazzoli, in her new opera - The Galloping Cure – for the Edinburgh International Festival and Norrlandsoperan. 

A celebrated interpreter of Wagner’s Brünnhilde, Bullock made history as the first soprano to perform four consecutive Ring Cycles at the Royal Opera House under Sir Antonio Pappano, sealing her reputation as one of the leading dramatic voices of her generation. Her portrayal of Strauss’ Elektra, another signature role, has brought her to audiences worldwide, including her debut at The Metropolitan Opera and led to acclaimed collaborations with conductors including Fabio Luisi, Semyon Bychkov, Seiji Ozawa, Sir Mark Elder, and Edo de Waart. 

Away from the opera house, Susan Bullock’s voice has been a welcome guest in the world’s foremost concert halls, where she’s performed with such luminaries as Esa-Pekka Salonen and Zubin Mehta, delivering unforgettable interpretations of Erwartung, Wesendonck Leider and the Liebestod from  Tristan und Isolde. Further highlights in her long career, included among them the Last Night of the BBC Proms and the London 2012 Olympics Closing Ceremony, have brought opera to wide and varied audiences. In a striking shift from opera to spoken drama, Susan Bullock made her acting debut as Goneril in Keith Warner’s staging of King Lear at the Grange Festival, embracing the challenge of storytelling in a new medium. 

Her recording - spanning Salome with Philharmonia Orchestra under Sir Charles Mackerras, Der Ring des Nibelungen with Oper Frankfurt, and latterly, her personal project Songs My Father Taught Me —demonstrate a career marked by both vocal brilliance and personal depth. 

Offstage, Susan Bullock is a generous mentor and advocate for the next generation of singers. She contributes actively to the National Opera Studio, sharing her experience through workshops and masterclasses across the UK. Whether through the towering roles of the dramatic soprano canon or her work with young artists, Susan Bullock continues to inspire with her integrity, intelligence, and unmistakable voice.
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