


The Power of Music 
to Change Lives



Overview of the NPME

Key Stages 1-3 should have at least one hour per week of 'high quality' curriculum 
music

Tens of thousands of pupils will be given the chance to learn a musical instrument, 
with new funding worth £25 million for schools to purchase musical instruments and 
equipment available.

£79 million made available every year until 2025 for the Music Hubs programme

Every school will be expected to have a designated music lead or head of department

Every school should write and publish a 'Music Development Plan', including 
information on how music is staffed and funded

Music Industry should be considered a collaborative partner for hubs and schools to 
contribute to the delivery of Quality Music Education. 



Major Strengths
Considers three-dimensional music 
experience i.e. music education, extra-
curricular musical activities, and 
access to musical events. 

Considers a child’s music education all 
the way from early years, through 
primary and secondary school, to Higher 
Education and beyond. 

Considers receptive enjoyment as well 
as participatory activities. 

Focusses on music’s role in overall 
wellbeing. 

Increased importance placed on Music 
Industry involvement. 



Limitations
• Most glaring limitation is that the NPME is non-statutory

• Funding provided for hubs will likely fall short of what is truly required. 

• Not enough focus on Training, particularly for primary school teachers, despite 
some focus on CPD. 

• The plan does not address the EBacc and Progress 8 measures, which diminish the 
importance of music in the curriculum into near-obscurity. 

Many compelling arguments for why there 
should be greater collaboration between 
protagonists: Schools, hubs & industry, 
but fewer suggestions as to how to 
deliver quality partnerships. 



5 Functions:
How it should work


