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Dominic Grier
Conductor
 
Dominic Grier is widely acknowledged as being among the most versatile conductors of his generation, equally at home in opera, ballet and symphonic work as well as contemporary music and orchestral training. He has served as a frequent guest conductor with many of the foremost ballet companies in the UK and Europe, including The Royal Ballet, Dutch National Ballet, OperaBallet Vlaanderen, Northern Ballet and Scottish Ballet.  He enjoys a particularly strong connection with Birmingham Royal Ballet, where he has conducted a wide repertoire every season since 2012.  He was Staff Conductor for The Royal Ballet from 2008–10, and a member of the Jette Parker Young Artists programme at the Royal Opera House. He served as Associate Guest Conductor to Northern Ballet in 2011/12. 

On the concert platform and in the theatre, he has worked with orchestras and ensembles including the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, Orchestre de l'Opera de Lyon, Symfonish Orkest van Opera Vlaanderen, the Tokyo City Philharmonic, the Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra, the Orquestra do Theatro Municipal do Rio de Janeiro, the Orchestre de Limoges et du Limousin, Orchestre Symphonique et Lyrique de Nancy, Orchestra of Welsh National Opera, BBC Concert Orchestra, The Berkeley Ensemble, Salomon Orchestra, Chandos Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Ballet Sinfonia and the SNG Symphony Orchestra Maribor. He has also conducted, in non-concert settings, the Bamberger Symphoniker, the Orchestre National de Montpellier, the BBC Philharmonic, the Scottish Chamber Orchestra, the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, the Orchestra of Opera North and the Royal Scottish National Orchestra.

Recent engagements include The Nutcracker for The Royal Ballet, Faust for Ballet Vlaanderen with the Antwerp Symphony Orchestra, a new version of Eugene Onegin for Maribor Opera and Ballet in Slovenia, David Bintley’s acclaimed production of Cinderella for Birmingham Royal Ballet, and concerts with the Royal Ballet Sinfonia and the Purcell School Symphony Orchestra.

He was Music Director of the King's College London Symphony Orchestra (2009–12), the Ashover Festival Orchestra (2007-9) and the London International Orchestra of Academia (2006–8) and is currently Music Director of the Worthing Philharmonic Orchestra.  His performances have been broadcast on BBC Radio 3, France Musique, and throughout the UK as part of the Royal Opera House’s live screenings, as well as being released on DVD for the Opus Arte label. He recently recorded Rimsky-Korsakov's Scheherazade with the Orchestra of Flanders Opera.

In the field of opera, he made a critically acclaimed guest conducting début at the Opéra National de Lyon in March 2010, with the French premiere of Copland’s The Tender Land, and had formerly worked as an Assistant Conductor there, where his repertoire included Siegfried (2007), Porgy and Bess (2008 and 2010) and Death in Venice (2009). He has also assisted on Peter Grimes at the Aldeburgh Festival, and has served as rehearsal conductor to the Britten-Pears Orchestra.  Most recently, he conducted Malcolm Arnold’s opera The Open Window with the Berkeley Ensemble.  He is a regular coach and pianist for the Royal Opera House, working with many of the current and former singers of the Jette Parker Young Artists Programme.

Dominic has collaborated with, and performed the music of, a wide range of contemporary composers including Sir Peter Maxwell Davies, Paul Patterson, Jonathan Dove, Matthew Hindson, Darren Bloom, Daniel Thomas Davis and James Olsen.  His recent recoding for Resonus Classics of music by Michael Berkeley, with the Berkeley Ensemble, received widespread critical acclaim.

Orchestral training and music education are a fundamental element of his work and he has been conductor of the Symphony and Classical orchestras at the Junior Royal Academy of Music since 2017. He is a much-respected and established teacher of conducting, serving on the academic staff at the Royal Academy of Music as Tutor in Conducting, where he directs and teaches the entire Undergraduate and Postgraduate elective provision. At Sherborne Summer School of Music, He is Director of the Chamber Orchestra course, and also teaches on the prestigious George Hurst Conductors’ Course. In 2021 he co-founded the Girton Conductors' Course.

Dominic read music at the University of Cambridge, at the same time studying conducting with George Hurst. He continued his studies on the postgraduate conducting course at the Royal Academy of Music with Colin Metters. Other tutors and mentors have included Sir Colin Davis and Martyn Brabbins.
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