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Taavi Oramo
Conductor
Taavi Oramo’s professional conducting career was launched with two short-notice jump-ins during the 2017/18 season with Tapiola Sinfonietta and the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra for which he received glowing reviews: “He shaped the piece’s passion, rhetoric, sighs and storms with singing softness and sensitivity,” commented the Helsingin Sanomat on his performance of Haydn Symphony No.49 with the FRSO. The newspaper also praised his performance in Tapiola: “The multi-talented Taavi Oramo is only taking his first steps as a conductor, but it’s immediately clear that another Finnish conductor is on his way to an international career.” 
In November 2019, of Oramo’s third major jump-in, Helsingin Sanomat wrote, “The recreation of Beethoven’s famous concert was a great victory for Taavi Oramo.” Oramo jumped in two days beforehand to conduct the period-instrument Helsinki Baroque Orchestra in a performance of Symphony No.6 ‘Pastoral’, Piano Concerto No.4, “Ah! perfido”, Choral Fantasy and Sanctus and Gloria from Mass in C.
The 2019/20 season features debuts with the Tampere Philharmonic, Munich Chamber Orchestra, Finnish National Opera Orchestra, Pärnu City Orchestra, BIT20 Ensemble Bergen, Kymi Sinfonietta and Pori Sinfonietta; Oramo also returns to the Helsinki Philharmonic (in a concert as part of BOZAR’s Nordic Festival with the legendary bass Matti Salminen) and to the Turku Philharmonic. Oramo takes up two new appointments during 2019/20: Artist-in-Residence with Tapiola Sinfonietta and Artistic Director of Vocal Espoo for 2020. These positions highlight his highly collaborative style and forward-thinking approach to music-making, with Tapiola Sinfonietta commenting on how his “creative and experimental readings of orchestral music provide a hint of what [it] might evolve into in the future.” 
Equally at home in mainstream repertoire as he is in conducting cutting-edge, often obscure, contemporary works (in 2018/19 alone he conducted four world premiere chamber operas), Oramo specialises in cultivating programmes which have an innate dramatic or thematic structure. He is an accomplished singer (past performances include tenor arias in Bach’s St John Passion with the Finnish Baroque and Lahti Symphony orchestras), clarinettist and electronic musician/sound design expert, and these wide-ranging skills often contribute to his programme choices, from improvisatory elements to double-role singing and multi-disciplinary collaborations. A major creative outlet has been Oramo’s experimental electroacoustic group, Tölöläb, which combines woodwinds with live electronics; recent performances with Tapiola Sinfonietta (with Oramo on the podium) interspersed live improvised interludes within movements of Webern’s Symphony Op.21 and Magnus Lindberg’s Jubilees, while in 2018 Tölöläb collaborated with experimental jazz group Elifantree to compose and record an album at Pekka Kuusisto's ‘Our Festival’. 
Oramo studied conducting at the Panula Academy under Jorma Panula and at Sibelius Academy under Atso Almila and Hannu Lintu. He is a founding member, former executive director and Chairman of the Board at Eloa Culture Company, which produces multidisciplinary chamber music events.
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