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Lionel Bringuier
Conductor
There are few international conductors of any generation whose collaboration is more frequently sought by today’s leading orchestras and soloists than Lionel Bringuier. While still in his early thirties, he has already travelled extensively across the globe at the invitation of symphonies, chamber orchestras and opera houses, and he is personally honoured this season, 2019/20, by his home town, where he has accepted the position of Artiste Associé with Opéra de Nice. This unique appointment, which marks the beginning of a special new long-term relationship with the house and the municipality, gives him the opportunity to curate a series of special programmes which he will also conduct, and to invite several of his closest musical partners, including Hélène Grimaud, Renaud Capuçon and Nicolas Bringuier.
Bringuier’s close relationship with the Los Angeles Philharmonic already spans more than a decade, and during this period he has also developed a strong reputation across North America, working with the orchestras in Cleveland, Philadelphia, Boston, San Francisco, Montreal, Atlanta and Baltimore, as well as the New York Philharmonic.

 

Very well-known across Europe, most recently having served as Music Director of the Tonhalle-Orchester Zürich (2014–18), Bringuier has held previous posts at the Orquesta Sinfónica de Castilla y León in Valladolid, the Orchestre de Bretagne and Ensemble Orchestral de Paris. He works regularly with orchestras including the Leipzig Gewandhaus, Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, NDR Radiophilharmonie, Swedish Radio Symphony and BBC Symphony Orchestra, and in 2018 earned superb reviews for his ‘remarkable’ London Symphony Orchestra debut in a programme of Brahms, Ravel and Dutilleux, with whose work he has a special affinity.

He has also worked extensively in Asia, conducting the Tokyo Symphony regularly and working with the Seoul and Malaysian Philharmonics and Singapore Symphony. He recently returned to Australia with a programme of Russian music with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra and conducted a French programme with the West Australian Symphony Orchestra in Perth.

 

Other engagements in 2019 included the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, National Symphony Orchestra Washington, the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, Oslo Philharmonic and a return to the Dresden Staatskapelle. He also made his first tour with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, directing twelve concerts across Germany alongside soloists Arabella Steinbacher, Sol Gabetta, Jan Lisiecki and Daniel Müller-Schott. 

Bringuier regularly collaborates with his friend Yuja Wang, with whom he has recorded the Ravel Piano Concerto for Deutsche Grammophon as part of a complete cycle of the composer’s works. Other recordings include Chopin with Nelson Freire (DG) and Saint-Saëns with Renaud Capuçon and Gautier Capuçon (Erato) who are also regular partners. He works closely with some of the finest instrumentalists in the world, including Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Lisa Batiashvili, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Yefim Bronfman, Emmanuel Ax, Leif Ove Andsnes and Janine Jansen.

 

On the operatic circuit he recently conducted a new production of Rigoletto at the Royal Swedish Opera and has led performances at the Mariinsky Theatre and the opera house in Valladolid. He looks forward to future production with Tokyo Nikikai Opera at Tokyo Bunka Kaikan.

  

Bringuier comes from a family of musicians and studied cello and conducting at the Paris conservatoire, winning the prestigious International Besançon Competition for Young Conductors only a year after graduating. 

 

Bringuier was named a Chevalier de l’Ordre National du Mérite by the French government, and has been lauded with the Médaille d’or à l’unanimité avec les félicitations du jury à l’Académie Prince Rainier III de Monaco and the Médaille d’or from the City of Nice.
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