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Martin Fröst
Conductor/Clarinet
Clarinettist, conductor and Sony Classical recording artist, Martin Fröst is known for pushing musical boundaries and has been described by the New York Times as having “a virtuosity and a musicianship unsurpassed by any clarinettist — perhaps any instrumentalist — in my memory”. Fröst has performed with orchestras such as the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, Gewandhausorchester Leipzig, New York Philharmonic, Philharmonia Orchestra and Orchestre National de France and regularly collaborates with leading international artists including Sol Gabetta, Yuja Wang, Leif Ove Andsnes, Roland Pöntinen, Maxim Rysanov and Antoine Tamestit.
At the end of last season he presented his third collaboration with the Royal Stockholm Philhmarmonic Orchestra, Retrotopia. The project is a musical journey that explores new repertoire and challenges traditional performance settings, demonstrating Fröst’s boundless creativity and curiosity. Retrotopia follows in the footsteps of his second critically acclaimed project, Genesis, which he performed last season with the Gothenburg Symphony. Future performances include Bamberg in November 2018 with the Bamberger Symphoniker, where he will feauture as Artist in Residence this season, and Frankfurt in May 2019 with the hr-Sinfonieorchester where he will be Principal Guest Artist.
In July 2018 he notably opened the 25th anniversary Gala concert at Verbier Festival alongside some of the world’s most renowned classical soloists, including Lisa Batiashvili and Evgeny Kissin. He starts the 2018/19 season at the Baltic Sea Festival with a new compositon by Jesper Nordin, Emerging from Currents and Waves. It is a visionary piece that experiments with motion sensors attached to the clarinet, transforming Fröst’s conducting movements into sounds produced by a virtual orchestra. 
In May 2017, it was announced that Fröst will be Chief Conductor of the Swedish Chamber Orchestra from the 2019/20 season, and he will return to the Orchestra in spring 2019. Known for artistic collaborations worldwide, this season he continues as Artistic Partner with The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, where he will perform both as soloist and conductor. In 2018/19 Fröst will appear in some of the world’s most important concert venues, including the Barbican Hall, Konzerthaus Berlin and the Concertgebouw Amesterdam. Tour partners for the upcoming season include the BBC Symphony Orchestra with concerts in Spain and the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra in Switzerland. 
In 2019 Fröst will record a new album with transciptions of Vivaldi arias, inventing a place for the clarinet in the baroque operatic repertoire. This will be his third recording for Sony Classical, following his critically acclaimed album of Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time. Performances of the album’s content will be given at Lincoln Centre in New York and Princeton University in December 2018. Chamber dates this season also include performances at Konzerthalle Bamberg with Quatuor Ébène and hr-Sinfonieorchester’s Sendesaal with Hába Quartett. 
Highlights of his 2017/18 season included appearances with the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra (Gustavo Dudamel), the Montreal Symphony Orchestra (Masaaki Suzuki), NDR Radiophilharmonie (Andrew Manze), BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra (Thomas Dausgaard) and Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra (Hannu Lintu). He was also Artist in Residence at L’Auditori di Barcelona and returned to Carnegie Hall in New York to perform Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time as part of a North American tour with Janine Jansen, Torleif Thedeen and Lucas Debargue.
Winner of the 2014 Léonie Sonning Music Prize, one of the world’s highest musical honours, Fröst was the first clarinettist to be given the award and joined a prestigious list of previous recipients including Igor Stravinsky, Daniel Barenboim and Sir Simon Rattle. 
2017/18 season only. Please contact HarrisonParrott if you wish to edit this biography.

