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David Portillo
Tenor
Praised for his impeccable clarity and beautiful tone, American tenor David Portillo regularly appears at the world’s top operatic and concert stages and has established himself as a major lyric talent.

Following early debuts at Wiener Staatsoper as Conte Almaviva (Il barbiere di Siviglia), Festival d’Aix-en-Provence as Lurcanio (Ariodante), and at Salzburger Festspiele as Don Gaspar (La favorite) in concert, David Portillo has since made an impressive string of debuts in some of the top European houses. Highlights include David (Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg) in David McVicar’s production for Glyndebourne Festival Opera, Pedrillo (Die Entführung aus dem Serail) under Jérémie Rhorer both at Dutch National Opera and for his return to Aix, and Tamino (Die Zauberflöte) at Oper Frankfurt under Sebastian Weigle. David made further debuts in Germany last season as Conte di Libenskof (Il viaggio a Reims) in Jan Bosse’s new production for Deutsche Oper Berlin – a role he reprises at the historic Bolshoi Theatre this season under Tugan Sokhiev – and as Pasquale (Orlando Paladino) under Ivor Bolton at Bayerische Staatsoper as part of the theatre’s Opernfestspiele. This season, David reprises Tamino both in a new production under Antonello Manacorda at Glyndebourne and for Frankfurt, and makes his house and role debut at Teatro Real Madrid as Idamante in Robert Carsen’s new production of Idomeneo, reuniting with Ivor Bolton.
At home in the US, he has established strong relationships with many of America’s important companies such as Lyric Opera of Chicago – where he has sung David, Andres (Wozzeck), and returns as Arbace (Idomeneo) this season under Sir Andrew Davis – the Metropolitan Opera – as Almaviva, Jacquino (Fidelio), Camille (Die lustige Witwe), Eduardo in Thomas Adès’ The Exterminating Angel, and Chevalier de la Force (Dialogues des Carmélites) this season under Yannick Nézet-Séguin – and Houston Grand Opera – as Tamino and Almaviva. Further roles in David’s repertoire include Ramiro (La cenerentola), which he’s performed for Washington National Opera, and Don Ottavio (Don Giovanni), for Dallas Opera, and he sings his first Alfredo (La traviata) for his home company, Opera San Antonio this season.
Other major international engagements have included Ferrando (Così fan tutte) in David McVicar’s production at Opera Australia, Gonzalve (L'heure Espagnole) at the Saito Kinen Festival under Stéphane Denève, and Ferdinand in Thomas Ades’ The Tempest with Orchestra Dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in Rome conducted by the composer.
On the concert platform, David recently debuted with the Radio Filharmonisch Orkest in Schumann’s Das Paradies und die Peri under Markus Stenz, at Théâtre des Champs-Elysées in a concert performance of Die Entführung aus dem Serail, again under Rhorer, and joined the English Concert and Harry Bicket on tour in the US and Europe as Lurcanio. This season he returns to the Los Angeles Philharmonic for Beethoven’s Mass in C and Haydn’s Nelson Mass under Gustavo Dudamel.
David Portillo is a graduate of the Ryan Opera Center and alumnus of both the Merola Opera Program and Wolf Trap Opera in Washington. He studies with Stephen King.
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