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Yaron Herman

Piano
“I don't think of my music in terms of images, but I do have feelings of depth and space.”

With his atypical background as a trained sportsmen and extremely quick ascension to the musical landscape at the age of 20, Yaron Herman charms with the intensity of his sound and strong will to open his repertoire to many new references. During his studies he combined music, maths and philosophy, which he uses to feed his improvisational approach. 
He settled in Paris and frequently took part in jam sessions, gaining the attention of both the French media and music professionals. A hard worker by nature, he put all his energy into perfecting his technique and signed his first album at the age of 21 with drummer Sylvain Ghio.

Winner of the national jazz competition of La Défense in 2005, Yaron Herman records a solo album entitled ‘Variations’, where he deliberately displays an eclectic repertoire (Gershwin, Fauré, Sting, Israeli popular songs, etc.) and a great lyrical sensitivity, stemming from his admiration of Keith Jarrett, Bud Powell, Lennie Tristano and Paul Bley. Two years later he tackles a trio formation in his album ‘A Time for Everything’, featuring Matt Brewer (doublebass) and Gerald Cleaver (drums), whom he met in New York. This recording propeled him to the front of the French jazz scene particularly through his cover of Britney Spears’ ‘Toxic’.

In 2008, he was awarded the Instrumental Revelation of Victoires du jazz, which gave way to an international career and his third album ‘Muse’ (2009) recorded with the trio and the assistance of Quatuor Ebène. Although focusing primarily on solo and trio music, Yaron also participated in saxophonist Raphaël Imbert’s project ‘Newtopia’ (2006) and performs many times with clarinettist Michel Portal.

Following in the steps of contemporary jazz pianists such as Keith Jarrett, Brad Mehlday, The Bad Plus, and even Jason Moran, Yaron Herman proudly claims an attraction to pop music that goes hand in hand with his outgoing character and diverse influences (including Björk, Radiohead, The Police) that contribute to his overall popularity and the recognition of his musical talent.
Wanting to push back the musical boundaries, he collaborates with Quatuor Ebène, Bertrand Chamayou and more recently with French pop star Matthieu Chédid (-M-) during concerts at Odéon in Paris and on the main stage of Festival Jazz in Marciac.
After releasing two critically acclaimed albums with Act Records (‘Follow the White Rabbit’, 2010; ‘Alter Ego’, 2012), Yaron Herman signs a contract for three new recordings with label Blue Note (Universal Music) in October 2014. The first one ‘Everyday’, featuring drummer Ziv Ravitz, was produced in September 2015. The second album ‘Y’, featuring Ziv Ravitz and Bastien Burger, bass player for The Dø, as well as Hugh Coltman, Dream Koala and Matthieu Chédid, was released in March 2017. The album recalls the fundamental vision that the jazzman has of music: “Basically I'm an improviser, if you know what's coming it isn't jazz anymore.” The third album is planned for spring 2019.
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