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Steuart Bedford
Conductor
British conductor Steuart Bedford is recognised worldwide as a leading expert on the music of Benjamin Britten as a result of working closely with the composer over a number of years. He has conducted Britten’s operas across the world - including the world premiere and first recording of Death in Venice. From 1974 to 1998 he was Joint Artistic Director of the Aldeburgh Festival. 

In 2013 Steuart Bedford conducted a unique production of Peter Grimes that was sung live on the beach at the Aldeburgh Festival as part of the centenary celebrations of Britten’s birth. The production was recorded by Signum Classics as a CD, and released in cinemas and on DVD/Blu-ray. The production earnt an International Opera Award and a South Bank Sky Arts nomination. In addition, the CD won a BBC Music Magazine Award and the DVD was nominated in the Contemporary category for the 2014 Gramophone Awards.

Bedford is also highly regarded for his interpretations of the works of Mozart and has conducted Idomeneo, Lucio Silla, La finta giardiniera, Il re pastore, Le nozze di Figaro, Così fan tutte and Die Zauberflöte – notably for Garsington Opera and New York City Opera, amongst others. In addition, Steuart Bedford has an extensive operatic repertoire and has worked with many of the world’s greatest opera companies including the Royal Opera House Covent Garden, The Metropolitan Opera, Opéra national de Paris, Théâtre de la Monnaie, English National Opera, Oper Köln, San Diego Opera, and the Teatro Colón in Buenos Aires. 


In recent seasons, Bedford has conducted Albert Herring at the Grange Park Festival with Aurora Orchestra, Don Giovanni at Vancouver Opera, Albert Herring with the BBC Symphony Orchestra at the Barbican Centre, and The Turn of the Screw at Opera Holland Park – their first ever Britten opera. He recently returned to Garsington Opera, with whom he has a long-standing relationship, to conduct Death in Venice to widespread critical acclaim; the New York Times noted “in Mr. Bedford’s hands it had the makings of a bomb about to detonate, the tension genuinely explosive.”
In concert, Steuart Bedford has worked with many orchestras in the UK and abroad including the English Chamber, Philharmonia, City of Birmingham Symphony, Royal Scottish National, and all the BBC orchestras, Orchestre National Bordeaux Aquitaine, Orchestre national de Montpellier, and the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France.
Steuart Bedford enjoys a highly successful career on disc, with recordings for labels including Collins Classics, EMI, Decca, Philips, ASV and Chandos. He was Artistic Director of Collins Classics’ acclaimed Britten Series including The Turn of the Screw, Albert Herring and the complete orchestral songs. Bedford has also recorded many of Britten’s song cycles with piano in partnership with the late Philip Langridge.
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