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Pene Pati
Tenor
Acclaimed for his “suavely delivered” (San Francisco Chronicle) and “clarion clear” (San Francisco Examiner) debut as the Duke in Verdi’s Rigoletto last season at San Francisco Opera, Adler Fellow Pene Pati looks set for an important career in the lyric repertoire.  

In recent years, this young Samoan-born tenor has enjoyed a string of competition successes, taking Second Prize and Audience Prize at Placido Domingo’s Operalia in 2015, Second Prize in that same year’s Neue Stimmen Competition as well as First Prize at the 2014 Montserrat Caballé International Aria Competition and was the 2012 recipient of the prestigious Joan Sutherland and Richard Bonynge ‘Bel Canto’ Award.

A graduate of San Francisco Opera’s Merola Summer Program, Pati was invited to join the Company’s Adler Programme in 2016 where he has since worked closely alongside Music Director Nicola Luisotti on a number of productions including as the Messenger (Aïda) and both Count Lerma and Royal Herald (Don Carlo). Pati was also part of the world premiere of Bright Sheng’s Dream of the Red Chamber, as well as adding both Ernesto (Don Pasquale) and Pinkerton (Madama Butterfly) to his repertoire as understudy.

The coming season brings Pene Pati’s return to home turf as Nemorino (L’elisir d’amore) with New Zealand Opera and as Pinkerton with NZ Festival Opera alongside his further commitments through the 2017/18 season at San Francisco Opera. Additional new roles in the future planning include Rodolfo (La bohème), Percy (Anna Bolena) and Cassio (Otello).
Pati completed his studies at the Wales International Academy of Voice under Dennis O’Neill with whom he continues to work, alongside César Ulloa. Since 2012, Pene Pati has enjoyed huge commercial success as a member of Sol3 Mio, a popular trio formed together with his tenor brother and baritone cousin. Their first album, released on Decca Classics, achieved 8 x platinum sales in New Zealand and they frequently perform concerts to sold-out stadiums across their home country.
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