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Lawrence Zazzo
Counter-tenor

“Lawrence Zazzo’s outstandingly imperious title hero [Giulio Cesare] is the best sung and acted counter-tenor performance of the part I’ve encountered,” Gramophone.

Lawrence Zazzo made his operatic debut as Oberon (A Midsummer Night’s Dream) to great acclaim while completing his vocal studies at the Royal College of Music in London, and he has gone on to perform the role at Teatro dell’Opera di Roma, Opera de Lyon, Canadian Opera Company, Staatsoper Hamburg, Beijing Music Festival and at Festival d’Aix-en-Provence. A diverse and thriving international opera career has taken Zazzo to most of the world’s leading opera houses and festivals appearing as Giulio Cesare at La Monnaie, English National Opera and Opéra national de Paris (released on DVD), as Farnace in Mozart’s Mitridate, re di Ponto for Bayerische Staatsoper, and at the Metropolitan Opera as Tolomeo (Giulio Cesare). Other significant roles include Orfeo (Orfeo ed Euridice) for Canadian Opera Company and for Den Norske Opera, Unulfo (Rodelinda) at Madrid’s Teatro Real conducted by Ivor Bolton, Goffredo (Rinaldo) at Berlin’s Staatsoper unter den Linden and at Opernhaus Zürich, Arsamene (Xerxes) under Constantinos Carydis for Oper Frankfurt, and Ottone (L’incoronazione di Poppea) at Theater an der Wien, at La Monnaie and at Bayerische Staatsoper. He has sung the title roles in Radamisto for English National Opera, Orlando for Welsh National Opera and has appeared as Ottone (Agrippina) at Oper Frankfurt and at Paris’s Théâtre des Champs-Élysées.

Renowned for his performances in both baroque and contemporary music, Zazzo has collaborated with some of the world's most distinguished conductors including René Jacobs, William Christie, the late Nikolaus Harnoncourt, James Conlon, Trevor Pinnock, and Emmanuelle Haim. He has created several contemporary characters including Mascha in Peter Eötvös’s Three Sisters, the Refugee in Jonathan Dove’s Flight for Glyndebourne Festival Opera, and Trinculo in Thomas Ades’s The Tempest at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. He gave the world premiere of Dove’s Hojoki with the BBC Symphony Orchestra under the late Jiří Bělohlávek, and created the role of Odysseus in the world premiere of Rolf Riehm’s Sirenen for Oper Frankfurt conducted by Martyn Brabbins.
Opera highlights for the current season include Oberon (A Midsummer Night’s Dream) at Teatro Massimo di Palermo under Daniel Cohen and the title role in Giulio Cesare on tour with Academia Bizantina and Ottavio Dantone in Essen, Paris, Vienna and San Sebastian. He tours a concert programme of opera arias by Handel, Bononcini, and Ariosti with the orchestra of Opéra national de Lyon under Stefano Montanari, and gives the world premiere performance of Rolf Riehm’s Die Tode des Orpheus for counter tenor and orchestra with Deutsche Radio Philharmonie Saarbrücken Kaiserslautern conducted by Jonathan Stockhammer.  

The most recent additions to Zazzo’s extensive discography include his first orchestral recital album, A Royal Trio (harmonia mundi USA) with La nuova musica conducted by David Bates featuring the music of Ariosti, Bononcinci and Handel; Mozart’s very first opera, Apollo et Hyacinthus (Linn Records) with Classical Opera conducted by Ian Page; and, also with Classical Opera, the first complete recording of Mitridate, re di Ponto (Signum Records). 

Zazzo studied English Literature at Yale University and Music at King’s College, Cambridge.
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