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Laura Wilde
Soprano
Possessed of “a ravishingly beautiful sound” (Opera News), young American soprano Laura Wilde made her European debut last season in the title role in Janáček’s Jenůfa at English National Opera, conducted by Mark Wigglesworth. 

A 2016 recipient of the Sara Tucker Study Grant, Laura is a graduate of The Ryan Opera Center at the Lyric Opera of Chicago, where she performed as Kate Pinkerton (Madama Butterfly), Marianne Leitmetzer (Der Rosenkavalier), and Anna (Nabucco). Among the roles studied and added to her repertoire as part of her cover commitments are Contessa Almaviva (Le nozze di Figaro), Hanna (The Merry Widow), Countess (Capriccio) and Foreign Princess (Rusalka). Following her first foray into Wagner as a Flower Maiden (Parsifal), Laura returned to Chicago last season as Freia (Das Rheingold) for the start of David Pountney’s Ring Cycle conducted by Sir Andrew Davis, and sings Ortlinde (Die Walküre) this season. 

Following her appearances in the leading role of Jane Withersteen in the world premiere of Riders of the Purple Sage for Arizona Opera last season, Laura returns to the company this season as Freia, and makes her debut at Dallas Opera as Laura in Korngold’s Der Ring des Polykrates under Emmanuel Villaume.
Other notable engagements in her career to date include Vitellia (La clemenza di Tito) for Opera Theatre of St Louis, the role of Lucy in Grant Park Music Festival’s concert performance of Menotti’s The Telephone, and Micaëla (Carmen) for Nashville Opera. Laura was a Semi-Finalist at the 2010 Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions, was twice awarded the Elihu Hyndman Memorial Award by St Louis, and has most recently been awarded The Mabel Dorn Reeder Foundation Prize, also by St Louis.
Originally from South Dakota, Wilde’s love of music began with the trumpet and developed into voice; she is a graduate of Indiana University.
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