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Gustav Kuhn

Conductor
Founder, Artistic Director, Chief Conductor and Stage Director of the Tiroler Festspiele in Erl, Gustav Kuhn is also Director of the Accademia di Montegral, a musical academy and workshop based in the Convento dell’Angelo, Lucca. The Tiroler Festspiele Erl opened its all-year Festspielhaus in December 2012, and now mounts a year-long programme of opera, concerts, and special projects.
In summer 2013 Gustav Kuhn conducted and directed four Verdi operas at the new Festspielhaus in Erl: Rigoletto, La traviata and Il trovatore – conceived an interwoven trilogy – and Nabucco. In October 2013 he also conducted highly successful performances of Parsifal at the Beijing Music Festival, in the production from the 2013 Salzburg Easter Festival. For over twenty years Gustav Kuhn has dedicated himself to directing and producing operas, with the aim of achieving greater artistic synthesis between music and staging. Works Kuhn has conducted and staged include Der fliegende Holländer (Trieste), Parsifal (Naples), Salome (Rome), Don Carlo (Turin), the Da Ponte trilogy (Festival di Macerata), Rossini’s Otello (Berlin, Braunschweig and Tokyo), La bohème, Falstaff and La traviata (Tokyo) and Capriccio (Parma). In 1993 he developed the “Hall Opera” series for Suntory Hall Opera in Tokyo.

Gustav Kuhn's guest conducting engagements have included Berliner Philharmoniker, Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Orchestra Filarmonica della Scala, Orchestre National de France, Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia, NHK Orchestra and Wiener Philharmoniker.  Opera conducting engagements have included the Wiener Staatsoper, Bayerische Staatsoper, Salzburger Festspiele and Royal Opera House Covent Garden, Glyndebourne Festival, Opera national de Paris, Teatro alla Scala and Arena di Verona.

Since 1987 Gustav Kuhn has also been Artistic Director of the Neue Stimmen international singing competition, held annually in Gütersloh.
