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Since his professional debut at Glyndebourne Festival Opera in 2014, Božidar Smiljanić has enjoyed a busy first professional season since graduating from the Royal Academy of Music in 2016. A recent string of debuts in the UK have included at Garsington Opera as Haly (L’italiana in Algeri) under David Parry, his first Masetto (Don Giovanni) with Glyndebourne on Tour, and his first Schaunard (La bohème) with Scottish Opera, alongside appearances with both the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra in a concert performance of Berlioz’s La damnation de Faust under John Nelson, and the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra in Sullivan’s Yeomen of the Guard under John Wilson.

This season, Božidar joins English National Opera as a Harewood Artist, singing Marquis in La traviata and covering the title role in Le nozze di Figaro. Outside of these commitments, Božidar joins Jakub Hrůša and Bamberger Symphoniker for concert performances as Masetto in Bamberg and at the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, and sings Don Simone in Mozart’s La finta semplice under Ian Page for the grand re-opening of the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London.

During his studies, Božidar amassed a variety of operatic roles including Figaro (Le nozze di Figaro) and Nick Shadow (The Rake’s Progress); he was particularly singled out for the latter with Opera Magazine describing his performance as “charismatic and velvet-voiced, simmering with subtle menace beneath his bonhomie and roaring magnificently in defeat”. Further roles include Leporello (Don Giovanni), Monterone (Rigoletto), Bartolo (Il barbiere di Siviglia), Le Roi (Cendrillon), Superintendent Budd (Albert Herring), Betto (Gianni Schicchi), The Mayor in Rimsky-Korsakov’s May Night and Luka in Walton’s The Bear.

A regular on the concert platform, he has performed an extensive range of oratorio works and song recitals across the UK. As a RAM/Kohn Foundation Bach Scholar, Božidar has performed many of Bach’s cantatas with the Academy Baroque Orchestra under Masaaki Suzuki and Iain Ledingham and collaborated again with Suzuki on tour in the UK, USA and Germany whilst a student.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Having previously been awarded first prize in the Blythe-Buesst Operatic Competition and the Sacred Aria Prize in the Mozart Singing Competition, most recently, Božidar was awarded the Peter Hulsen Orchestral Song Award which culminated in an evening recital at St Martin in the Fields. Božidar is the recipient of the Robert Easton Award, as well as the Charles Mackerras Opera Scholarship and the Matthew & Sally Ferrey Scholarship. 

Born and raised in London, Božidar gained a degree in Law at the University of Nottingham before embarking on a performance career. He studies with Mark Wildman.
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