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Maxime Pascal

Conductor
One of the most exciting, versatile and visionary artists of his generation, Maxime Pascal became the first Frenchman to win the Nestlé and Salzburg Festival Young Conductors Award in March 2014. This tremendous success led him to prominent French orchestras, such as Orchestre de l'Opéra national de Paris, Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse, Orchestre National Bordeaux Aquitaine and Orchestre National de Lille, as well as the Münchner Philharmoniker, SWR Sinfonieorchester, Münchener Kammerorchester, Gustav Mahler Jugendorchester and Ensemble Musikfabrik.
A founding member of the multi-faceted artistic group Le Balcon, together with his artistic companions, Maxime Pascal has developed a unique, personal vision of a musical performance, which should be both a striking and radical experience for spectators. Performing a wide range of repertoire, Le Balcon’s speciality is complete integration of music with advanced sound and lightling systems. Le Balcon’s most notable projects to date include Ariadne auf Naxos staged by Benjamin Lazar, a video spectacle on Pierrot Lunaire created by the Colombian artist Nieto and a chamber opera Le Balcon by Peter Eötvös. Maxime Pascal and Le Balcon have collaborated with Pierre Boulez, George Benjamin and Michaël Lévinas, and September 2016 saw the release of their debut album featuring a loose adaptation of Berlioz’ Symphonie Fantastique (Le Balcon & BMedia/distributed by Outhere). 
Beyond his work with Le Balcon, in recent seasons Maxime Pascal has conducted Camerata Salzburg at Dialogue Festival, Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse, Malmö Opera Orchestra, Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra as part of the Bunka Kaikan residency with the Ballet of Opéra de Paris (Ravel’s Daphnis et Chloé), Orchestra Giovanile Italiana at Spoleto Festival (world premiere of Silvia Colasanti’s Requiem) and ORF Radio-Sinfonieorchester Wien at Salzburger Festspiele (Les Espaces Acoustiques by Gérard Grisey).
2017/18 sees Maxime’s debuts at Teatro alla Scala and Berliner Staatsoper where he leads the production of a new opera by Salvatore Sciarrino. Maxime also returns to the Opéra national de Paris – first for a ballet production featuring Ravel’s masterworks (Boléro and Daphnis et Chloé) and choreographies by Maurice Béjart and Benjamin Millepied, and later to embark on his first opera production featuring a double bill of L'heure espagnole and Gianni Schicchi. Other highlights include concert programmes with Opera di Roma, Malmö Opera and Orchestra Haydn di Bolzano e Trento. Projects with Le Balcon include Stockhausen’s “Michael’s Reise um die Erde” from Donnerstag aus Licht at Opéra Comique (in anticipation of a fully staged production in autumn 2018), Garras de Oro, a film concert featuring music by Juan Pablo Carreño and video design/staging by Nieto, revivals of Pierre Henry’ new version of Dracula, Symphonie Fantastique at the Opéra de Lille as well as a series of chamber music concerts in collaboration with Michaël Lévinas. 

Born into a musical family, Maxime Pascal began his studies on piano and then violin at an early age in his native city of Carcassonne. In 2005 he was admitted to the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique et de Danse de Paris where one of his mentors was François-Xavier Roth.

Maxime Pascal and Le Balcon has been residents at the Singer-Polignac Foundation from 2010, and Maxime Pascal is now associated artist to the Foundation. In November 2011 the Academy of Fine Arts at the French Institute awarded him the Music Prize of the Simone and Cino del Duca Foundation.
2017/18 season only. Please contact HarrisonParrott if you wish to edit this biography.

