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Ksenija Sidorova
Accordion
Praised as “superbly subtle and virtuosic” (The Arts Desk) and “an amazingly accomplished artist” (Classical Source), Ksenija Sidorova is the leading ambassador for the accordion. 
Ksenija’s 2017/18 season includes performances with MDR Sinfonieorchester Leipzig (Kristjan Järvi), NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchester (Thomas Hengelbrock), Atlanta Symphony (Miguel Harth-Bedoya), Orchestre Philharmonique de Monte-Carlo (Mikhail Geerts), Orchestre Philharmonique du Luxembourg (Paavo Järvi), Stuttgarter Philharmoniker (Jan Willem de Vriend), NFM Wrocław Philharmonic (Daniel Raiskin), Bilkent Symphony Orchestra (Manuel López Gómez) and with the Tonkünstler-Orchester Niederösterreich at the Grafenegg Music Festival.   
Following a successful debut recital at Mostly Mozart Festival in New York’s Lincoln Centre, she continues her recital tour in MITO and Macerata Festivals, Baden-Baden, Lucerne, Paris, Salzburg and Birmingham. She is one of the featured artists for the Junge Wilde series and has performed at Cheltenham, Verbier, Bad Kissingen and Rheingau festivals. Recent orchestral highlights include NHK Symphony Orchestra, Hong Kong Philharmonic, and a tour with Estonian Festival Orchestra under the baton of Paavo Järvi. 
Ksenija’s first album, Carmen, was released on Deutsche Grammophon in summer 2016. Following the huge success in Latvia (Jūrmala Festival), USA (Ravinia Festival), Germany (Prinzregententheater in Munich, Berliner Philharmonie) and Italy (Cagliari), she returns to Latvia (Cēsis and Rēzekne) in December 2017. 

Ksenija continues her ongoing collaboration with Avi Avital across Germany and Italy. She regularly collaborates with Miloš Karadaglić, Juan Diego Flórez, Nicola Benedetti, Thomas Gould, Andreas Ottensamer and Joseph Calleja. Her repertoire spans from Bach to Piazzolla, as well as contemporaries such as Erkki-Sven Tüür and Arturs Maskats. The coming season will also see her perform a live set with Brazilian DJ Gui Borratto at La Cigale in Paris.
Encouraged to take up the instrument by a grandmother steeped in the folk tradition of accordion playing, Ksenija started to play the instrument aged six under the guidance of Marija Gasele in her hometown of Riga. Her quest for more exposure to both classical and contemporary repertoire took her to London where she became a prize-winning undergraduate at the Royal Academy of Music studying under Owen Murray. 

 

In May 2012 she became the first International Award winner of the Bryn Terfel Foundation, and in October 2015 she appeared at the Royal Albert Hall as part of his 50th birthday celebrations alongside Sting. She is a recipient of both the Philharmonia Orchestra’s Martin Musical Scholarship and Friends of the Philharmonia Award, as well as the Worshipful Company of Musicians Silver Medal. 
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